
Great Basin Tribes Station Tour: Field Trip Overview & Pre Field Trip Activity for Teachers  

The Wilbur D. May Arboretum in partnership with the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony is proud to 

present the Great Basin Tribes Station Tour.  Students will explore the identity and life of the Great Basin 

Tribes through four stations; Creation Stories, Native Plants, Identity, and History. Learning about the 

Washoe, Paiute, and Shoshone tribes of this region is essential for an impactful lesson on Native 

American history.  Each station consists of a lesson, hands on activity, and group discussion.  We have 

developed a learning experience that is well-rounded, accurate, thoughtful, and fun!  This field trip is for 

grades 6-8 and is based on the most recent Social Studies standards for Nevada.  We can accommodate 

80 students at most, with 1 teacher/chaperone for every 10 students.   

Before visiting the Wilbur D. May Arboretum for the Great Basin Tribes Station Tour, we suggest 

that the class watch a 26 minute video from PBS.  The video is Nevada Outdoors: Common Ground and 

can be found online, or here at this link http://www.pbs.org/video/common-ground-pj4y0d/. The video 

provides a great introduction to the content on the field trip.  Members of the Washoe, Paiute, and 

Shoshone tribes speak with the show’s host about creation stories and answer in depth questions about 

what it means to be Native American. The video also explores landmarks that are sacred to the tribes as 

well as factors that shape identity.   

Prior to watching the video, we suggest getting a baseline for what students know about the 

Great Basin tribes.  Ask if students can think of any questions they have about the tribes such as: What 

did people eat? What did they wear? How did they survive in the winter season?  After the film, see if 

their questions have been answered or does the film spark students to have more questions?  Because 

the Station Tour is focused on 4 broad topics creation stories, identity, native plants, and history no 

question is too out of the box.  If you are not able to answer the questions have the students write it 

down and bring it with them to the field trip and hopefully one of the instructors will be able to answer 

it.   

Thank you for choosing the Wilbur D. May Arboretum & Botanical Garden for your outdoor 

classroom and we look forward to learning with you! 

http://www.pbs.org/video/common-ground-pj4y0d/

